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Amendments to the Claims : 

This listing of claims replaces all prior versions and listings of claims in the application: 

Listing of Claims : 

1 . (Currently amended) A method for accessing a subterranean zone, comprising: 
forming an entry well from the surface, the entry well having a substantially vertical 

portion; 

forming a drainage w e ll s well from the entry well to a subterranean zone, eaeh the 
drainage well comprising at least one slanted portion; 

forming on e or mor e an articulated w e lls well from the entry well to the subterranean 
zone, at l e ast one the articulated well intersecting at least on e the drainage well at a junction 
proximate the subterranean zone; and 

forming a drainage pattern through the articulated well the drainage pattern coupled to 
the junction and operable to conduct fluid from the subterranean zone to the junction. 

2. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 1, further comprising forming an 
enlarged cavity in eaeh the drainage well proximate the subterranean zone. 

3. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 1, further comprising inserting a 
guide tube bundle into the entry well and forming the one or more of the drainage wells and well 
or the articulated w e lls well using the guide tube bundle. 

4. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 1, further comprising: 
forming a second drainage well from the entry well to the subterranean zone, the second 

drainage well comprising at least one slanted portion; and 
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forming a second articulated well from the entry well to the subterranean zone, the 
second articulated well intersecting the second drainage well at a second junction proximate the 
subterranean zone, 

wherein the on e or more drainage wells are radially spaced approximately equally around 
the entry well. 

5. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 1, further comprising: 
forming a second drainage well from the entry well to the subterranean zone, the second 

drainage well comprising at least one slanted portion; and 

forming a second articulated well from the entry well to the subterranean zone, the 
second articulated well intersecting the second drainage well at a second junction proximate the 
subterranean zone, 

wherein the one or more articulated wells are radially spaced approximately equally 
around the entry well. 

6. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 1, further comprising: 
forming a second drainage well from the entry well to the subterranean zone, the second 

drainage well comprising at least one slanted portion; 

forming a second articulated well from the entry well to the subterranean zone, the 
second articulated well intersecting the second drainage well at a second junction proximate the 
subterranean zone wh e r e in two articulat e d w e lls and two drainage w e lls ar e form e d . 

7. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 4- 6, further comprising: 
forming a third drainage well from the entry well to the subterranean zone, the third 

drainage well comprising at least one slanted portion; 

forming a third articulated well from the entry well to the subterranean zone, the third 
articulated well intersecting the third drainage well at a third junction proximate the subterranean 
zone wh e r e in thr ee articulat e d wells and thr ee drainage wells are form e d . 
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8. (Canceled) 

9. (Original) The method of Claim 1, wherein forming the drainage pattern 
comprises forming a main well bore and a plurality of lateral well bores extending from the main 
well bore. 

10. (Original) The method of Claim 9, wherein the lateral wells are configured to 
drain an area of the subterranean zone of at least 640 acres. 

1 1 . (Original) The method of Claim 1 , further comprising removing resources from 
the subterranean zone through the drainage pattern to the surface. 
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12. (Currently amended) A system for accessing a subterranean zone from an entry 
well, comprising: 

an entry well extending from the surface, the entry well having a substantially vertical 
portion; 

on e or more a drainage wells well extending from the entry well to a subterranean zone, 
eaeh- the drainage well comprising at least one slanted portion; 

on e or mor e an articulated weHs well extending from the entry well to the subterranean 
zone, at least one the articulated well intersecting at l e ast on e the drainage well at a junction 
proximate the subterranean zone; 

an inlet of a downhole pumping unit residing in the junction; and 

a drainage pattern coupled to the junction and operable to conduct fluid from the 
subterranean zone to the junction. 

13. (Currently amended) The system of Claim 12, further comprising an enlarged 
cavity formed in eaeh the drainage well proximate the subterranean zone. 

14. (Currently amended) The system of Claim 12, further comprising a guide tube 
bundle inserted into the entry well for forming the one or more of the drainage w e lls and well or 
the articulated w e lls well . 

15. (Currently amended) The system of Claim 12, further comprising: 
a second drainage well extending from the entry well to the subterranean zone, the 

second drainage well comprising at least one slanted portion; and 

a second articulated well intersecting the drainage well at a second junction proximate the 
subterranean zone, 

wherein the one or mor e drainage wells are radially spaced approximately equally around 
the entry well. 
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16. (Currently amended) The system of Claim 12, further comprising: 
a second drainage well extending from the entry well to the subterranean zone, the 

second drainage well comprising at least one slanted portion; and 

a second articulated well intersecting the drainage well at a second junction proximate the 
subterranean zone, 

wherein the on e or mor e articulated wells are radially spaced approximately equally 
around the entry well. 

17. (Currently amended) The system of Claim 12, further comprising: 
a second drainage well extending from the entry well to the subterranean zone, the 

second drainage well comprising at least one slanted portion; and 

a second articulated well intersecting the drainage well at a second junction proximate the 
subterranean zone wh e r e in two articulat e d w e lls and two drainage w e lls ar e form e d . 

18. (Original) The system of Claim 17 +3, further comprising: 

a third drainage well from the entry well to the subterranean zone, the third drainage well 
comprising at least one slanted portion; 

a third articulated well from the entry well to the subterranean zone, the third articulated 
well intersecting the third drainage well at a third junction proximate the subterranean zone 
wh e rein thr ee articulat e d well s and thr ee drainag e wells ar e formed . 

19. (Canceled) 

20. (Original) The system of Claim 12, wherein the drainage pattern comprises a 
main well bore and a plurality of lateral well bores extending from the main well bore. 

21. (Original) The system of Claim 20, wherein the lateral wells are configured to 
drain an area of the subterranean zone of at least 640 acres. 
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22. (Currently amended) A method for accessing a subterranean zone from an entry 
well, comprising: 

forming an entry well from the surface, the entry well having a substantially vertical 
portion; 

forming a plurality of drainage w e lls well from the entry well to a subterranean zone, 
eaeh the drainage well comprising at least one slanted portion; 

forming an enlarged cavity in e ach of the drainage w e lls well proximate the subterranean 

zone; 

forming a plurality of an articulated w e lls well from the entry well to the subterranean 
zone, eaeh the articulated well intersecting the enlarged cavity of a disparat e the drainage well at 
a junction proximate the subterranean zone; and 

forming a drainage pattern through the articulated well, the drainage pattern coupled to 
the junction and operable to conduct fluid from the subterranean zone to the junction, the 
drainage pattern extending from the junction into the target zone and comprises a set of lateral 
wells extending from a main well bore. 



Applicant 
Serial No. 
Filed 
Page 



Joseph A. Zupanick 
10/788,694 
February 27, 2004 
9 of 13 



Attorney's Docket No.: 17601-045001 / 067083.0288 



23. (Currently amended) A method for accessing a subterranean zone, comprising: 
forming an entry well from the surface; 

forming on e or mor e a drainage w e lls well from the entry well to a subterranean zone; 

forming on e or mor e an articulated w e lls well from the entry well to the subterranean 
zone, at l e ast on e the articulated well intersecting at l e ast on e the drainage well at a junction 
proximate the subterranean zone; and 

forming a drainage bore through the articulated well the drainage bore coupled to the 
junction and operable to conduct fluid from the subterranean zone to the junction. 

24. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 23, further comprising forming an 
enlarged cavity in eaeh the drainage well proximate the subterranean zone. 

25. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 23, further comprising: 
forming a second drainage well from the entry well to the subterranean zone; and 
forming a second articulated well from the entry well to the subterranean zone, the 

second articulated well intersecting the second drainage well at a second junction proximate the 
subterranean zone, 

wherein the on e or mor e drainage wells are radially spaced approximately equally around 
the entry well 

26. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 23, further comprising: 
forming a second drainage well from the entry well to the subterranean zone; 
forming a second articulated well from the entry well to the subterranean zone, the 

second articulated well intersecting the second drainage well at a second junction proximate the 
subterranean zone wh e rein two articulat e d w e lls and two drainag e wells are form e d . 

27. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 23, further comprising removing 
resources from the subterranean zone through the drainage pattern to the surface. 



